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FPFD receives $250K for new fire truck

Congresswoman Laura Gillen (NY-04) joined Floral Park Mayor Kevin Fitzgerald (right) and
Floral Park Fire Department Chief Eric O°Connor fo announce the purchase of a new fire truck
using $250,000 in grant funds.

Teens step up for local seniors

BY RIKK] MASSAND

A fairly new local nonprof-
it organization, HANK {Hire
a Neighborhood Kid) Services
for Seniors, was founded a
year ago with the mission of
connecting teens and young
adults with seniors across
Floral Park, Stewart Manor
and Garden City. To date,
40 young people are actively
working and making life a
little easier for senior citizens
“in the neighborhood.”

Recent summertime activ-

ities and life lessons hawve
been highlighted prominent-
ly, including on the & o'clock
CB3 2 New York news on
Friday, August Tth, with
reporter Carolyn Gusoff, and
through social media posts
about the good work students
ages 14 and up have been
doing in the community.

The signature program
run by HANK Services is
called “Chores & Chat™
matching teems with local
seniors in need of their

help. Between its inception
in July 2025 and the second
half of July 2026, 100 “match-
es" were made, and the kids
participating through HANK
worked more than 500 howrs;
each is paid at a rate of $20
per hour. Several volunteer
hours, applicable for high
school community service
credit, have been contributed
as well.

Founder and Board Pres-
ident Jeanine Springer

See page 4
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Congresswoman Laura Gillen
(NY-(4) joined Floral Park Mayor
Kevin Fitzgerald and Floral Park
Fire Department Chief Eric ('Con-
nor a5 well as members of the Floral
Park Fire Department to announce
$250,000 in new federal Community
Project Funding {CPF) she secured
through the Fiscal Year 2026 appro-
priations process. The funding will
help purchass a new hook-and-lad-
der fire truck for the Floral Park
Fire Depariment, enhancing the
department’s emergency response
capabilities and improving public
safety for residents throughout the
village.

“l am proud to have secured
$250,000 in new federal funding
to help Floral Park purchase a
much-needed  hook-and-ladder
truck.” said Rep. Gillen. “This
funding is a direct investment in
the safety of Floral Park residents
and will ensure the Fire Depart-
ment hag the equipment it needs
to meet the community’s growing
needs. | look forward to seeing the
new truck in service, helping keep
rezidents and firefighters safe for
years to come.”

“Thank you, Congresswoman
Gillen, for getting this important
funding for us, for Floral Park and
our fire department,” said Mayor
Fitzgerald. “These trucks do cost &
lot of money. This one in particular
is over §2.7 million, and every dime
that we can get that doesn't cost
the taxpayers here in Floral Park
is important to us. Thank you onee
again for doing that.”

“This is an investment in the
gafety of my members and the safe-
ty of this community as a whole”
gdid Chief (FConnor. “So on behalf
of the chiefs, officers, and membsers

of Floral Park Fire Department, [
want to thank Mayor Fitzgerald
and the Villape Board and Con-
presswoman Laura Gillen. This
will halp us out tremendously.”

The Village of Floral Park cur-
rently relies on an aging, used
truck that frequently requires
repairs. Purchasing a new truck
will replace the existing 30-year-old
vehicle, which no longer meets cur-
rent operational and safety stan-
dards. As the Village has srown,
the increasing number of muolti-sto-
ry residential buildings has created
a preater need for a hook-and-led-
der truck to respond effectively to
EMETEENCies.

In addition to serving Floral
Park's 16,000 residents, the Floral
Park Fire Department provides
mutual aid assistance to commu-
nities with 8 combined population
of more than 130,000 residents. The
department is also the only fire
department in the Four Villages
area equipped with a hook-and-
ladder truck, making it a critical
regional resource for emergency
TEENONEE.

This project received calls for
support from a bipartisan groop
of leaders, including State Sena-
tor Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
Assemblywoman Michaslle Solag-
e5, Massan County Legislator Scott
Strauzs and Floral Park Village
Trustee Jennifer Stewart.

The funding for Floral Park
ig part of more than $13 million
in Community Project Funding
that Rep. Gillen secured for MNas-
gau County to invest in communi-
ty infrastructure, enhance public
gafety, and improve the quality of
life for residents across the district.

Young leaders honored for service e -
Sewanhaka Summer Enrichment e



Financial literacy ~ Volleyball champions

workshop for teens

HANK Services for Seniors (Hire a
Neighborhood Kid) is pleased to announce
the upcoming Financial Literacy Workshop
in collaboration with PeaPack Private
Bank & Trust on August 18, at 7 pm. in
the Garden City Senior Center, 6 Golf Club
Lane, Garden City.

This informative session is designed
to equip participants with essential finan-
cial skills as they prepare for college and
beyond.

Attendees will gain insights into effec-
tive bank account management and other
vital financial strategies that will set them
up for sucoess in life. Families are encour-
aped to attend, as participants are welcome
to bring a parent or sibling to join in on the
leaming experience.

Registration is required as space
is limited. Please RSVP by calling
(516) Te0-5634.

E-mall submisslons and contact Info to edMOPE genews.com.
Article files and photos should be attached {0 your message.

All submissions must be between 1500-3000 words.
Writers whose work 1s published will recelve a $25 stipend.
Columnists must also send a headshot photo.

Love o wnk7~.

We're looking for local writers to compose arti
stories of all kinds for the Discovery section of our paper!

ﬁ S »
Floral Park Recreation Men’s Volleyball League champions: Derek Michalak,

Doug Tam, Stephen Sandford, Shane Parouse, Evan Wagner, Eric Schmitz,
Jonathan McCurley, Colton McCurley, Shane Prime, and Leo Vincen!

Advertisa your business In our Servics Directory! Cal 516-284-8900 for ratss and Info.
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E resides in Stewart Manor. When she
™ was growing up in neighboring Gar-
den City, the local organization PAVES
matched teens with odd jobs in the
community. A year after starting HANK
Services, Springer said the organiza-
tion has gained momentum, with more
kids able to sign up for local jobs that
make a difference. She has been assist-
ed by members of the board of advi-
sors, including her former Garden City
neighbor M. Carol Dowd, now a Floral
Park resident. Dowd is also HANK Ser-
vices’ secretary.

“We are heavily influenced by Gar-
den City's youth, almost three-quarters
of the group, but now we have around
10 kids out of the total 40 who live in
Floral Park and we also have a college
student who attends St. John's Univer-
sity. They can be as young as 8th grade
or a high school freshman, because age
14 is when New York State permits their
working papers. We take on extra Kids
during the winter just to help seniors
with shoveling snow or winter weather
prep. We will be recruiting more kids
come later this fall, by November
that's a way to sign up kids who only
want to shovel,” she explained.

One of the newest opportunities for
HANK Services' teens to help those in

the community came through Spring-
er's connection with Garden City resi-
dent and Mobility Impaired Committee
founder Gerry Kelly. At a Garden City
Pool committee meeting on August 8th,
Kelly announced that HANK kids are
working to upgrade the M.LC.’s web-
site. Kelly reached out to Springer, and
she said the kids stepped in to handle
administrative work and updates need-
ed for the site.

“] sent around a paragraph describ-
ing the computer-centric nature of this
work for the committee. It received a
good response and a few of our kids con-
tacted Gerry to step up and do this. It’s
a great way of gaining practical skills
while building relationships in the com-
munity,” she said.

At Floral Park’s acclaimed Cen-
tennial Gardens on Saturday, August
1st, students and board members from
HANK Services took part in the “Weed
Out"” gardening and maintenance event.
The kids learned skills from volunteers
Dennis McEnery, John Rakowski and
Jim Abbott and were introduced to new
people. HANK kids receive volunteer
community service hours for the orga-
nization’s gardening work.

A Garden City High School rising
junior on the HANK Services team,
16-year-old Cameron Quinlan, com-

Local teens lend a hand to seniors

Students and board members from HANK Services fook part in the “Weed Out”
gardening and maintenance evenl af Centennial Gardens.

mented on his experience: “The Weed
Out gave me the opportunity to gain
not only gardening knowledge but also
experience working with people of dif-
ferent ages. | worked for about 9% min-
utes, pulling weeds and learning why we
need to remove them, and also raking a
small garden to make space for plants.
1 was also able to practice greeting and
having conversations with new people,
a skill that HANK always teaches teens
at their orientation.”

Springer said the HANK Services

-

A SUMMER WORTH SMILING /

team has taken part in cleanup and
maintenance efforts at Centennial Gar-
dens three times so far this year, with
the next visit planned for a weekend in
September.

On Tuesday, August 11th, HANK
Services provided a free Senior Safety
& Self-Defense Workshop for its service
members at the Garden City Senior
Center, with instruction and guidance
provided by Dragon First MMA. The
workshop was designed to be “begin-

See page 6
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Local teens lend a hand to seniors

From page 4

= ner-friendly, interactive, and specifical-

ly for older adults.” Self-defense funda-
mentals were reviewed and carefully
outlined for participants. Themes and
lessons included maintaining indepen-
dence and personal safety, practical
techniques for everyday situations, cre-
ating safe space and distance, and build-
ing seniors’ confidence and awareness.

On Tuesday, August 18th at 2 p.m.,
HANK Services will offer another pro-
gram at the Garden City Senior Center.
Peapack Private Bank & Trust will deliv-
er a presentation for local seniors on
Recognizing Scams. Springer said more
than 20 people have already signed up,
but registration remains open. There
will also be an evening program for the
teens involved in HANK Services.

A major collaboration with Adelphi
University involves a Tuesday, Septem-
ber 15th program designed to inform
high school students and their fami-
lies on “How to Navigate the College
Search” (for applications and admis-
sions). According to Springer, the pro-
gram is intended to go well beyond the
local college landscape and help stu-
dents approach the decision of whether
to stay home after high school or attend
colleges or universities away from

home. The event is scheduled to be held
at the Garden City Senior Center at 7
p-m. on September 15th.

“While local Adelphi U. staff will
lead this discussion, and the hometown
Garden City university is obviously
part of the picture, it will be a wonder-
ful presentation for general guidance,
looking at specific majors vs. general
studies’ programs. Another subject to
cover will be the costs of studying in
the region or away from home. We are
planning to have registration remain
open for any local students, including
the kids not currently involved with
HANK Services. But registration is a
must,” Springer advised.

To register for the College Planning
presentation, call the general phone line
for HANK Services at 516-760-9885.

As part of its outreach in the western
and central Nassau County communi-
ties it serves, HANK representatives
and students have set up a table at this
summer's Friday Night Promenades
in Garden City. They plan to return
for *“Nashville Night™ on August 21st.
They will also have a table at the Church
of St. Anne’s Fair on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26th on the western side of town.

The volunteer board members have
planned a barbecue to celebrate the
nonprofit’s one-year anniversary on

Saturday, September 12th.

HANK Services is a member of both
the Covert Avenue Chamber of Com-
merce in Floral Park and the Garden
City Chamber of Commerce.

Springer commented that in efforts
to engage with the local chambers,
including at the dinner meeting of the
Covert Avenue Chamber in late May
at Shintaro Japanese restaurant, the
goal is “to ease into things" and make
introductions.

“The Covert Avenue Chamber was
a no-brainer and HANK Services for
Seniors maintains its mailing address
(mailbox) at Ship NYC on Covert. The
clip from our recent feature on CBS
News is prominent on our website,
including on the right side of the home-
page,” she said.

Another TV news segment was pro-
duced by FOX 5 NY in March and aired
on April 1st. Then, on Sunday after-
noon, April 12th, HANK Services held
a Meet-and-Greet event at the Garden
City Public Library, which served as a
way to present the organization's objec-
tives and applicable tasks and home

will present a short documentary, then
lead an audience discussion,” she noted.

In November, HANK Services will
activate its “Battery Brigade,” with
efforts to change the batteries in smoke
detectors, CO detectors and fire alarms
at more than 50 seniors’ homes in the
area. HANK plans to recruit Boy Scouts
to volunteer for the effort, timed around
the end of Daylight Saving Time and
following October’s “fire safety month.”

“On August 3rd we asked a major
hardware retailer to help us out by
donating 250 batteries. We've also asked
a local fire department to train our kids
on the proper use of smoke detectors.
I've reached out to a celebrity to also
help by becoming our spokesperson for
the Battery Brigade program. We also
need to receive an indemnification from
our insurance company, to protect peo-
ple - then we can get ready. The hopes
are for this to become important volun-
teer work,” Springer said.

Visit HANKServices.org to learn
more.

based work to the community.
Springer said that for October,
HANK Services has planned a work-
shop for teens and adults on Mental
Health Awareness. “Two psychologists

Are you a professional?
Qur Professional Guids 15 Surs to 0ing
resuts. Call 284-8600 for raiss
and information.
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